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Riparian Buffer Protection 
Ordinance

• The Tar-Pamlico (1997) and Neuse Buffer 
Rules (2000) were previously enforced by 
the State.

• Pitt County adopted the Riparian Buffer 
Protection Ordinance on September 14, 
2006, with an effective date of January 1, 
2007.
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Riparian Buffer Protection 
Ordinance

• The State is required to evaluate each 
locally delegated program to ensure the 
local programs are consistent with the State.
– The State evaluated Pitt County’s program on 

January 15, 2008.

• The following deficiencies were identified 
during the evaluation.
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Proposed Amendments to the Riparian 
Buffer Protection Ordinance

• Section X.  General Requirements
Surface waters are present if the feature is 
approximately shown on either (a) the most recent 
version of the 1:24,000 scale (7.5 min) quadrangle 
topographic map prepared by the United States 
Geologic Survey (USGS), or (b) the most recenthard 
copyversion of the soil survey map prepared by the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Riparian 
buffers that are adjacent to waters shown on either of 
these maps shall be subject to the requirements of this 
ordinance unless otherwise determined by County Staff 
or the DWQ.
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Proposed Amendments to the Riparian 
Buffer Protection Ordinance

• Section XI.  Exemptions
(b) In areas where an existing use is present or vested 
as of the effective dates for the appropriate river basins 
(Tar-Pam January 1, 2000August 1, 2000; NeuseJuly 
22, 1997August 1, 1998). 
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Proposed Amendments to the Riparian 
Buffer Protection Ordinance

• Section XVI.  Variances
(a) Major Variance for those activities involving the 
infringement of the Zone 1 buffer: If the individual 
variance request has been determined to satisfy the 
provisions of XVIII (A-C), then staff shall forward the 
application to the Pitt County Technical Review 
Committee for review andprepare a preliminary 
finding and submit it to the Water Quality Committee 
of the Environmental Management Commission for a 
decision.  Approval by the Committee allows for the 
issuance of a Major Variance, and authorizes only the  
applicant’s individual land use activity.  Request for 
appeal of denial of a Major Variance by the Water 
Quality Committee shall be made to the Office of 
Administrative Hearings. 
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Proposed Amendments to the Riparian 
Buffer Protection Ordinance

• Recommendation
– Following the public hearing, adopt the 

proposed amendments to the Pitt County 
Riparian Buffer Protection Ordinance with an 
effective date of April 22, 2008.
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Water Supply Watershed 
Ordinance

• Pitt County adopted the Water Supply 
Watershed Protection Ordinance on June 6, 
1993.
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Water Supply Watershed 
Ordinance

• The State evaluated Pitt County’s Water 
Supply Watershed ordinance on January 15, 
2008.

• The following deficiencies were identified 
during the evaluation.
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Proposed Amendments to the Water Supply 
Watershed Protection Ordinance

• Sec. 4-237(a)(4)
Pursuant to North Carolina Administrative Codes and 
this Ordinance, all projects requiring sediment and 
erosion control permits and that utilize the low-density 
option, must first be determined if transportation by 
vegetated conveyances is practicable.  If transportation 
of stormwater on the site can be practicably done by 
the use of vegetated conveyances, then the standard 
curb and gutter and stormwater drain collection 
systems are not allowed.   That is, the below listed 
vegetated swale specifications are required.
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• Recommendation
– Following the public hearing, adopt the 

proposed amendments to the Pitt County Water 
Supply Watershed Protection Ordinance with 
an effective date of April 22, 2008.

Proposed Amendments to the Water Supply 
Watershed Protection Ordinance
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