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The Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, commonly referred to as the HMGP Buyout
program, is used by Pitt County to purchase homes that consistently receive damage
from major flooding events. In June of 2018, Pitt County was awarded an HMGP
grant for $1,044,263 to acquire and demolish 11 residential structures located in the
special flood hazard area and damaged by Hurricane Matthew in 2016. Eight of the
properties are located in the Grifton area and three are located north of the Tar River
in the Old River Road and Stokes Road area. Once the homes have been purchased,
the structures will be demolished and deed restrictions will be placed on the properties
to ensure the land remains as open space in perpetuity. Prior to this grant award, Pitt
County had acquired 110 properties that were damaged by flooding.

Flood Recovery Home Repair Programs
In October 2016, Pitt County was impacted by Hurricane Matthew and later received a
Federal disaster declaration. Although the impacts of this storm were far less than
forecasted, many homes were damaged by the storm. In response to the damage,
several recovery programs were made available to homeowners. The first available
funds were received through the NC Essential Single Family Loan Pool Disaster
Recovery Program (ESFR-DR) funded by the North Carolina Housing Finance
Agency. Pitt County assisted three homeowners in repairing their homes with these
funds. The Mid-East Commission also received funds to assist Pitt County
homeowners through the ESFR-DR program and to date has served eight
homeowners. The Mid-East Commission intends to serve another ten households in
2019. Pitt County also received funds from the North Carolina Division of
Emergency Management through the Disaster Recovery Act of 2017. Staff worked
with officials with the North Carolina Division of Emergency Management to increase
the funding amounts in order to make the grant more viable. These funds are
intended to serve six homeowners who are in need of replacement homes and four
homeowners with repairs. Bids have been received for the six replacement homes.
Finally, homeowners not able to be served through the NC Essential Single Family
Loan Pool Disaster Recovery Program or the Disaster Recovery Act of 2017 were
directed to the Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery Program
(CDBG-DR) which is being administered by the State of North Carolina.

2018

Pitt County Planning Department
Annual Report

Pitt County
Planning Staff
James Rhodes, AICP
Planning Director
Tabitha Auten, Office Manager
Jonas Hill
Assistant Planning Director
Environmental Planning
Community Development
Eric Gooby, AICP, CZO
Senior Planner
Zoning Administration
Coordinated Permitting
Eli Johnson, AICP, GISP
Senior Planner
GIS Mapping/E-911
Addressing
Tracy Cash, GISP
Planner III
GIS Mapping/E-911
Addressing
Mark Nottingham, AICP, CFM
Planner III
Development Review
Flood Plain Management
Ben Rogers, CZO
Planner I
Zoning Administration
Development Review
Jeff Coston
Road Sign Coordinator
Deloris Farmer
Housing Coordinator
Alice Keene
Special Projects Coordinator
Linda Mandell
SOAR Caseworker
Lynne James
Housing Coordinator

Pitt County Adopts the Southwest Bypass Land Use Plan
Following a year-long planning process,
the Southwest Bypass Land Use Plan was
unanimously adopted by the Pitt County
Board of Commissioners on October 15,
2018. Pitt County, in collaboration with
the Greenville Urban Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization, the City of
Greenville, the Town of Ayden, the
Town of Winterville, and the NC
Department of Transportation, developed
the plan in order to help guide land use,
development and infrastructure decisions
along the bypass corridor, which is
currently under construction.
The Southwest Bypass Land Use Plan
includes a new Future Land Use Map for
the study area that provides greater
economic development opportunities for
commercial and industrial development
and preserves agricultural areas west of
the bypass and in the Renston Historic
District. The major goals and objectives
of the plan include capitalizing

on economic development opportunities,
protecting agricultural areas, updating
zoning regulations for the Renston area,
encouraging conservation design and open
space, and improving aesthetics along the
corridor. In 2019, Planning staff will
update the Pitt County Zoning and
Subdivision Ordinances in order to begin
implementing the recommendations of the
plan.
The Southwest Bypass Land Use Plan
reflects significant public input that was
received throughout the planning process.
Over 350 people responded to an online
survey that was conducted from February
through April 2018, and over 120 people
attended two public meetings held at Pitt
Community College in April and June.
Based on the public’s comments and
input, it was clear that people prefer the
rural character of the area and value the
preservation of agricultural land and open
space.

Pickleball Court
Named for Former
County Engineer

Emergency
Solutions Grant
Over the past four years, Pitt
County has successfully
administered the Rapid ReHousing program which is
funded through the Emergency
Solutions Grant (ESG). This
program is designed to help
those who are homeless
transition into permanent
housing.
The primary goal is to stabilize
a program participant in
permanent housing as quickly
as possible and to provide
wrap-around services after the
family or individual obtains
housing.

Candlewick Sanitary Sewer Project

Planning Staff Develop New GIS Web Mapping Apps

In 2014, Pitt County, on behalf of the Candlewick Sewer District, applied for and
received a $3 million grant from the NC Division of Water Infrastructure to
connect district homes to the Greenville Utilities Commission (GUC) sewer
system. GUC recognized the area near the district is primed to experience
additional growth because of the NC 11 Southwest Bypass project, and agreed to
partner in the project to upsize the pump station and force main along Stantonsburg
Road.

Planning staff has developed various apps and web mapping applications that can
be easily used by staff, as well as other departments. The apps are part of the
ArcGIS platform which can be utilized on staff smartphones and iPads for data
collection and mapping. The first full deployment began after Hurricane Florence
where the app successfully aided in the completion of damage assessments. Realtime data were available while collection occurred. This enabled staff to capture
the location of damaged structures and record specific information for the
Inspections Department.

Construction of the sewer improvements began in October 2017, and was
completed in June 2018, by the T.A. Loving Company. Work then concentrated
on the abandonment of existing septic systems for 15 homes and providing a
connection to the gravity sewer line, with the system becoming operational in
September 2018.
Once all final punch list items are addressed, the County will transfer the assets to
Greenville Utilities Commission for maintenance and operation.

In 2018, Pitt County received
$41,888 of Emergency
Solutions Grant funds to assist
31 households with shortand/or medium-term rental
assistance, as necessary, to
help homeless individuals or
families.
Households receiving these
funds must have an income
level at or below 50% annual
median income. Enrollment in
the Rapid Re-Housing
program relies heavily on a
case management plan to
ensure long- term stability for
program participants. Staff has
implemented a case
management plan that will
increase household incomes
and/or increase access to
mainstream benefits for
program participants.

Some other examples where the mapping app has been successfully utilized are
with projects such as the “Snagging” project. The app made it easy for staff to
navigate affected creeks in a Jon boat and collect the location of debris along the
creek. This information was published on the web to solicit proposals for debris
removal. The Emergency Management Department was also able to utilize an app
to assist with a specialized project which required population estimates and
routing of emergency vehicles. Staff was able to create a simple, interactive web
map for Emergency Management staff to perform their own analysis. The Solid
Waste Department was able to verify population and proximity of collection sites
to citizens by utilizing a mapping analysis application as well. Lastly, the
Planning staff created a web map for Animal Control to display animal bites and
statistics which was shared to the public to increase awareness. Access to the
interactive map can be gained from any mobile device or computer.

Homelessness in Pitt County
In 2017, Pitt County joined Beaufort, Bertie, Martin and Washington Counties to
form the Inner Banks Regional Committee. Pitt County serves as the lead agency
and provides guidance on how to make the best housing placements for the
homeless in communities across the region.
In late 2018, Pitt County Planning received $7,900 through a grant from Vidant
Foundation for Project Safe Shelter to purchase stays in local motels, known as
motel vouchers. Motel vouchers will provide limited stays until the move into a
homeless shelter occurs. Vouchers will be targeted to situations where a
health/safety hazard exists. Among the situations to receive consideration for a
voucher are chronic/severe health conditions, extremely cold weather, and child
protection. Pitt County will pilot this project before expanding to the region. Pitt
County will work with law enforcement, outreach workers, and hotlines to
determine need, as these sources are usually the first to identify the unsheltered.
Installation of the force main along Stantonsburg Road began in late 2017.

More than 100 people
gathered at Alice F. Keene
Park on Friday, November 2,
2018 to celebrate the opening
of the new Phillip G.
Dickerson Sr., Courts.
The site doubles as a
basketball court and two
pickleball courts. The new
site started as a basketball
court but a donation by Chad
Dickerson, former CEO of
Esty, allowed the addition of
pickleball, said Alice Keene,
recreation projects
coordinator under Pitt
County Planning and
Development.
Article & Photo courtesy of
The Daily Reflector

E-911 Addressing
by the Numbers







Four County ESAVE
areas were inspected
2,244 structures were
brought into
compliance
nearly 3,000 County
street signs were
maintained, 8 new signs
installed
311 new addresses were
assigned

